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acid, were exhibited at the last meeting of the Academy, and greatly admired. 
The chemical perfection of the product has been confirmed by its physiological 
and therapeutical effects in the hands of MM. Vulpian and Marrotte. Its 
promptitude and intensity of action arc far greater than is the ease with the 
digitalinc of Homolle and Quevenne—three milligrammes administered in 
twenty-four hours producing saturation and intolerance, and one milligramme 
daily being ill-supported by most patients, so that, more than half this quantity 
cannot usually be given. It is evidently an agent of tremendous power, which 
will require great caution in its employment, and may prove a fearful weapon in 
the hands of the poisoner.— Med. Times and Gar... Feb. 3, 1872. 

9. Bichloride of Methylene. —Mr. F. Seari.e adds his testimony in favour 
of this anmsthetic. In 1870 he administered it to more than 100 cases in the 
West of England Eye Infirmary, and has since used it in private practice. He 
has given it in all ages, from (i months to 70 years, without, a single cause for 
alarm, vomiting even being exceptional. It is important not to allow the 
patient to escape from its first influence, otherwise excitement ensues. ( Lan¬ 
cet , May 27.) In Padua, bichloride of methylene has been employed for three 
years in the surgical clinic to the exclusion of ether and chloroform, being sent 
over from London by Messrs. Robin. Out. of 108 operations performed under its 
influence, Dr. Rossi states that 52 patients slept tranquilly without any muscular 
agitation within from 1 to 5 minutes; 32 experienced slight excitement and 
became insensible in 8 or 10 minutes. Four only were violently agitated, and 
sleep was not induced from 15 to 20 minutes; 20 remained completely free 
from its influence even after 50 minutes of inhalation. Vomiting occurred in 8 
instances. No other accident declared itself, and the liquid excited no cough, 
but slight laehrymation. The pulse and respiration were increased in fre¬ 
quency from the first, but soon returned to the normal state, and even fell 
below it. The face underwent no change of colour. (Journ. de Pharm. et de 
Chim., Sept.) These results correspond in many particulars with those pre¬ 
viously attained in England by Mr. Miall and Mr. Gaine, and this anesthetic 
seems well worthy of future trial. 

To the three deaths already recorded as happening under its use must now 
be added another from the Radcliffe Infirmary, Oxford. Bichloride of methy¬ 
lene was administered on a flannel bag to a woman, aged forty-four, who was 
about to undergo an operation for cancer of the breast. After two or three 
convulsive gasps the patient died, though the quantity administered was small. 
— Dub. Journ. Med. Sci., Feb. 1872. 

10. Glycerine as a Solvent for Substances used in Subcutaneous Injection. 
—At a late meeting of the K. K. Gesellschalft dor Aerzte in Vienna, Dr. Mo¬ 
ritz Rosenthal, one of the docentcn in the Allgemoine Ivrankenhaus, advo¬ 
cated the use of glycerine as a medium for the solution of the various substances 
used for subcutaneous injectiou, and also exhibited specimens of such solutions. 
It is of the highest importance that the glycerine used be chemically pure, and 
free from all traces of fatty acids. By gradual elevation of temperature, the 
glycerine can be made to take up into solution a large number of certain alka¬ 
loids— e. ij.. cliinin, morphiu, curan, and also opium extract, and to retain them 
dissolved for, at all events, a year (this being the duration of the experiment) 
in a complete and clear solution. Certain other substances— e. g., thein, caffein, 
and preparations of iron, are, on the cooling of the solution, reprecipitated. 

Of disulphate of chinin, twenty grains are soluble iu one drachm of glycerine, 
this being in the proportion of 1 to 3. The same amount of the solvent will 
take up ten grains of muriate of morphia or of opium extract. Corrosive sub¬ 
limate, of which five to six grains are soluble in one drachm of glycerine, must 
be diluted with water. One drachm of the solvent will take up only one grain 
of curare. The glycerine solutions of chinin, subcutaneously applied, were 
found of especial benefit in intermittents. 

All of these solutions were stated to remain during the summer months per¬ 
fectly pure and free from all traces of vegetable moulds. 

In cases where the patient is very sensitive, these solutions can be diluted 
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with water, and are stated to be especially adapted for injections in the region 
of the back, of the sides of the chest, and of the nates.— The Lancet, Jan. 27, 
1872. 

11. Effects of Subcutaneous Injection of Morphia. — Hausmann ( Bcnchte des 
Naturwis.-Medic. Yereines) has observed—as Nussbaum and Millie had pre¬ 
viously done—that the subcutaneous injection of morphia is sometimes suddenly 
followed by peculiar effects. These consist in pain and redness of the face, 
contractions of the muscles of the lower jaw, a hammering, frequent pulse (130), 
dyspnoea, and clonic spasms of the limbs. These symptoms last five minutes. 
The spasms first cease ; then the pulse becomes quiet, and at last violent sweat¬ 
ing breaks out. Hausmann is disposed to accept the explanation given by N nss- 
baum, that in such cases the morphia directly enters the veins. The produc¬ 
tion of the phenomena does not appear to depend on the quantity of morphia 
injected..— Brit. Med. Journal, March 2, 1872. 

12. Eucalyptus Globulus as an Antiperiodic. —At a recent meeting of the 
Konigsberg Society for Scientific Medicine, Herr Bohn said that his observa¬ 
tions had proved the antipyretic action of eucalyptus globulus in hectic and 
intermittent fever. In one case of the former it was more efficacious than qui- 
nia. In a case of masked intermittent, assuming the form of cerebral disorder, 
in a child seven years old, he had arrested the disease in four hours by giving 
fifteen grammes of the tincture in drachm doses. lie expressed the opinion 
that the tincture would be found useful in puerperal fever of an intermittent 
type.— Brit. Med. Journal, March 2, 1872, from Berliner Klin. Wochenschr., 
26th Feb. 1872. 

13. Chronic Chloroform Narcosis.—In an interesting paper ( Practitioner, 
Dec. 1871), Dr. Anstje states that the constant use of large doses of chloro¬ 
form, for the purpose of relieving pain, may bring about a degraded condition 
of the nervous centres analogous to that induced by alcoholic excess. Alcohol 
and chloroform are strictly analogous with each other, though different in all 
the phases of their action. Sulphuric ether is similarly analogous to. both. 
They are all three pure stimulants ( i. e. restorers of calm natural function) in 
small doses, inebriants when given in larger quantities, and ancesthetic narcotics 
in full doses. The most important peculiarity of chloroform, as compared with 
alcohol especially, is the fact that its great insolubility in tbe serum of the blood 
causes it to escape entirely, or almost entirely, from the lungs within a very 
short time (one hour?) after its administration, and without undergoing decom¬ 
position in the body. As a result of this latter fact, chloroform, however dan¬ 
gerous at the moment of surgical narcotization, is exceedingly free from ten¬ 
dencies to produce after-mischief, since the organism is speedily rid of its 
presence. 

■ Unfortunately, the knowledge of this latter familiar fact has led to unwar¬ 
rantable inferences as to the effects of a kind of chloroform administration which 
is radically different from the ordinary induction of surgical amesthesia. 

Dr. Austie denounces the practice of patients keeping a chloroform bottle at 
hand and using two, three, or four ounces of chloroform many times a day, 
according to the promptings of pain or other nervous distress. Independent 
of the sudden and fatal chloroform narcosis which has several times resulted, 
this practice can lead to chronic mischief similar to that produced by alcoholic 
excess. In some cases Dr. A. has observed a state ot peculiar maniacal 
excitement, which really deserved the name of maniacal. Another consequence 
not nnfrequently observed, of the profuse and continued employment of chloro¬ 
form, is the disposition to recurrent vomiting. The patient sometimes begins 
by losing all appetite; but this is not always the case. Most commonly the 
tendency to sickness shows itself in a disposition to retch, or actually vomit, 
after awakening from a heavy semi-comatose sleep: but the vomiting sometimes 
becomes frequent as the case proceeds, and greatly prostrates the strength. 
Entire intermission of the use of chloroform then becomes an absolute necessity, 
and the sickness usually subsides quickly. 



